Assessment and initial treatment of lacerations, mammalian bites, and insect stings.
Millions of wounds are seen in emergency rooms across the United States each year. The goals of wound care for all ages are to avoid infection and achieve an esthetically pleasing and functional scar. This article reviews the care needs associated with acute traumatic wounds. Information presented includes anatomy and physiology of skin and wound healing, and assessment and care of lacerations, bites, and sting wounds.